appears to be somie nasopharyngeal obstruction; the voice has a nasal quality and he snores when asleep. General muscular atonicity; knee-jerks are obtained with difficulty.
Mental development that of a child of 3 years. Patient is an imbecile, wayward and stubborn, and rather difficult to control. Seems bright but understands little. Appears to be deficient in sensibility to pain. No ocular paralysis; fields of vision not obtained. Blood-pressure 98/88. Wassermann reaction not tested. Blood-count: Red cells 4,600,000,' normal type; haemoglobin 86 per cent., colour index 0'9. White cells 9,000; differential: polymorphonuclears, 54 per cent., lymphocytes 42 per cent., hyalines 4 per cent., no eosinophils or basophils. Urine: No albumin, no acetone. Sugar tolerance: Before administration of glucose 0 135 grm. per cent.; i hour, 0 181 grm. per cent.; 1 hour, 0 * 287 grm. per cent.; 11 hours, 0 225 grm. per cent.; 2 hours, 2 129 grm. per cent.
Skiagraphic examination shows a small sella with what is probably a cyst above it.
Discussion.-Dr. F. PARKES WEBER said that, from the therapeutic point of view, the (luestion of the cyst was by far the most important one, because if the disease was due to a cyst, an attempt might be made to break it up to some extent and let out the fluid.
Dr. J. W. CARR (President) asked whether Dr. Weber thought that even if the cyst could be broken up the patient's condition would, at this stage, be improved?
Dr. WEBER said he thought that, though imlprovement might be possible, operation would be very dangerous, unless in the hands of a surgeon very familiar with this special type of case.
Sir JAMES DUNDAS-GRANT said that such cysts had been reached through the sphenoid route; Mr. Cecil Graham had had such a case in which the cyst was entered through the nose and emptied.
Dr. STANNUS replied that his surgical colleagues preferred to leave the case alone. White, shiny cedema of both ary-epiglottic folds was present and only an occasional glimpse of the posterior part of the right vocal cord was obtainable. Wassermann reaction negative. The sputum obtained by an induced cough contained no bacilli.
A provisional diagnosis of hyperplastic laryngitis and pharyngitis was made. I removed a portion of the uvula for microscopical examination. It was reported to show no tuberculous or rhinoscleromatous tissue.
Light treatment was carried out, but without benefit.
On the possibility of the condition being one of localized myxcedema, small doses of the fresh glandular thyroid substance were given and at once an almost startling improvement took place. The patient brightened up and returned to work, from which she had been absent for eight months. The dose of thyroid has been increased and the voice has become considerably clearer. The infiltration is decreasing very slowly, but the extraordinary general improvement appears to justify the presumption of myxcedema, of which, however, no other symptom is present except a general coldness.
DiscUssion.-The PRESIDENT said he would be glad to hear whether anly Members had seen a similar case of such localized symptoms due to a myxcedematous condition.
Dr. PARKES WEBER said that he would like to compare this case with the rare cases of localized " puffiness " of the lower extremities, sometimes actual cedema of them, in young women of about the same age as this patient, which occasionally yielded to thyroid treatment. He had maintained that each person had his or her " local soils," so that when there was either too much or too little of some hormone, the effect produced was not similarly distributed in everybody, nor was the effect always symmetrical. (Cf. F. P. Weber and F. R. B. Atkinson, "Unilateral Cutis Verticis Gyrata in an Acromegalic Man," Brit. Journ. Derm. and Syph., London, 1928, xl, 454.) Dr. ADOLPHE ABRAHAMS said he bad empirically administered thyroid extract in two such cases with improvement. He agreed with Dr. Parkes Weber that there might well be many local manifestations of endocrine disturbance. At present she is employed as a ward maid at the Miller General Hospital. Height, 5 ft.; facial appearance not suggestive of cretinism; macroglossia; hand short, fingers stubby; hirsuties poorly developed. Menstruation has recently begun, but has not become regularly established. Mental development fair.
Discussion.-The PRESIDENT asked what dose of thyroid Dr. Morlock gave; was a larger quantity given when treatment was first begun than was now needed to keep the patient at her optimum? He had met with cases in which the disease set in during early life, apparently as a result of a definite illness.
Dr. E. A. COOKAYNE said he thought this case should be called juvenile myxaedema, not sporadic cretinism; the girl was not a cretin.
Dr. MORLOCK (in reply) said that there were two points of interest about the case. The first was that cretinism should have set in at three years of age. The second was that the girl, after being untreated for four years, improved remarkably when thyroid was given. He could not state the dose of thyroid at the commencement of treatment, as she was not then under his care. When she appeared as a wardmaid at the Miller Hospital she said she was taking thyroid, but did not know why. At present she was taking 2 gr. of dry thyroid extract daily, and that kept her quite well; her pulse was not more frequent than 80, and she was not losing weight. He had not reduced the dose, as at present menstruation had not been properly established, so that probably there was still some hypothyroidism. The mother said this condition first appeared after an attack of measles, but he (Dr. Morlock) had satisfied himself that the measles did not occur till after the cretinism had been present for a year. gother 5 ft. 3 in. in height, father rather taller. When carrying this child, her motber thought she was going to have a miscarriage at the fourth month. At birth she was about 5 lb. in weight, and " ever so much smaller than the other children had been," with smaller features. She was not backward in sitting up or in Wplking. Has grown very slowly, and according to the mother has grown 1 to ii i'. since the age of twenty. Mentally she has always been rather slow, but is i, t ahildish, and can read, write and play the piano. Menstruation first began when s5b was 24 years old, and usually lasts six days, but is always scanty, and she may naiss a month altogether.
The swelling in the thyroid gland was first noticed at the age of six months: at the age of three years it extended from the mandible to the sternum, laterally to
